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Introduction \ . ) . Aralvtical &
Tourism can be seen as “a very literal sort of geography”. It writes the earth esearch Questions nalytica €ps

by inscribing meaning onto places via the communication of narratives, How ?tre IlOtl.OIlS of ,,destination®, ,,Westem self™ and ,,otherness
myths, and dreams that effectively construct the destinations tourists negotiated with regard to power and 1dentity? Structural Analysis Discourse Analysis

consume (Crang, 2014, p. 68). At the heart of this semiotic process lie B e
“tourism 1maginaries”, which are used as meaning making and world (discursive-historical
shaping devices (Salazar, 2012, p. 864). Thus, tourism constitutes a frame, examples)
powerful cultural force that can provide a window into the cultural
orgamzatl.on of societies and 1ntercqltural power dlfferentlals on a glopal S el S ndividual Sources
scale (Wilkes, 2013, p. 33-34). This presentation 1s part of an ongoing (Market leader Lonely (travelblog.org,
dissertation project, investigating the construction of destination images in Planet) [MEPIERICN @) $15E)
popular guidebooks and independent travel-blogs. It traces matters of power
and 1dentity in a regional Southeast Asian context.
Problematic
Contlicts about the “terms of recognition® in tourism and elsewhere
(aka: How do we understand the world?)
,,The earth 1s 1n effect one world, in which empty, uninhabited spaces
virtually do not exist. Just as none of us 1s outside or beyond geography,
none of us 1s completely free from the struggle over geography. That
® 111 ture struggle 1s complex and interesting because it is not only about soldiers
and cannons but also about ideas, about forms, about images and

ERIRISRENS RN maginings*. (Said 1993: 7) Methodology — Critical Discourse Analysis (DHA

Tourism provides a “window on how the cultural understanding of »Discourses are practices that systematically form the objects of

societies is organized”, so that existing power-differentials between which they speak (FOU.C&lllt 1972. 49)
cultures and societies can be better understood (Wilkes 2003: 33f.).

» Discourses do not emerge out of nothing, they productively link 4 Example Analysis N
historical und recent events (Jager 2012: 149):
Aim of this study a. present concerns are negotiated in terms of available ideas and

, , _ _ . ot " h . Macro-Structure Viodernisation "SEAIs a culturally rich region|...] Colorful
Investigate 1ssues of power and identity m popular Anglophone CXISUNG COZNIUVE dnchor polnts, (Ideology) Western Hegemony || artistic traditions date back to the period of

guidebooks and independent travel-blogs, focusing on a Southeast Asian b. and are made strategically comprehensible via systems of — regional empires, when kings and sultans
regional context. communication (e.g. the media) to serve particular interests \ radition, oraer were cultural patrons. Akin to the region’s

(Wodak & Forchtner 2005:235). \/°P® development chaos || oo s onality, each country’s culture chestis

Historical sources generously shared with curious outsiders”
Texts Lonely Planet (Lonely Planet Southeast Asia on a Shoestning 2014 922)

Tou rlsm F?SGQFC h and research gaps . » Analysis is therefore possible at the interface between discourse and
> Traditional* tourism-texts influence our understanding of places ,.,top multimodal text (e.g. travelogues, guide books, blogs. ..) ‘the region is moving
— down* (e.g. guidebooks, brochures, film & media, etc.) (Urry 1990; towards a more urban and industrial way of

Urry & Larsen 2011; Mac Cannel 1976; Jenkins 2003; Bhattacharyya Conditions of production and interpretation ‘ _ _ life. Southeast Asian cities, exceptfor
1997) Process of production and interpretation I Actor Action ﬂl’gUl‘ﬂEﬂtEtlﬂ-ﬁ Singapnre: are ETUdiEE in disnrderand

: l ‘ Description SEA hirth of cultured dysfunction, and are fascinating places for

travelblogs
[

l (text analysis) traditional cultural past(+) their faults” Lonely Planet 2014: 933

: richness
. Interpretation - s . .
| —  (processing analysis) kings, etc. l Singapore isagood place to starta trip to

| urban local Asia. lt's Asian without any chaos. There are
Di & pr Explanation i ! : : :
, Discoursepracwce l/ o i o ovsisy SEA industria| @ development | many things | like and appreciate about

»Research focuses mainly on ““authorial / institutional representations”
(Norton 1996).

3

. . o N - modern chaotic -) Singapore: The streets are clean. It is illegal
m Sociocultural practice (Siiuational; Institutional: Sociectal

! Si l to litter. Englishis the common language”.
mb m "; Eaa%c:re Western The Castelloes, 23.8.2009

: S LWL VE ) [AsialSi = 430379 :

Macro-Structure hitp travelblog.org/Asia/Singapore/blog-430379. html;

u Structural Singapore proper model 3.4.2015
(Ideology) Analysis —
/Co nclusion \

»Partly significant discursive convergence between historical und contemporary
tourism texts;

Discourse
» Western perspectives dominate narrative landscape in all media under review

| TravelBlog.org | and lo.ca.l voices are rarely 1ncluded.1n .these.texts; | |
\ / » Participative media (Blogs) offer insights into tourists® experiences that would
otherwise be difficult to get;

However, blogs appear to rather sustain than subvert hegemonic western /

Act Acti A tati -
ctor ction gHITIeiato] k&sumptions of self and other.
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